To: H.E. Mr Aharon Leshno-Yaar 20.4.2021
Ambassador of Israel to the European Union

For the first time since 2006, Palestinians are set to go to the polls for legislative elections on
22 May, followed by a presidential election on 31 July. Holding and participating in free, fair
and inclusive elections are one of the most important rights of the population in a democratic
society.

As Members of the European Parliament, we welcome these upcoming elections in Palestine
as we believe they can contribute to renewed democratic legitimacy of Palestinian political
institutions as well as resumption of peace efforts aimed at finding a lasting peace between
Israelis and Palestinians. To this end, the support of the EU is pivotal and on 8th February, the
EEAS sent a formal request to Israel to allow access to the occupied Palestinian territory via
Israel for an EU election observation exploratory mission.

Election observation missions are a key tool for EU democracy support activities worldwide.
Moreover, as a leading donor to the Palestinian Authority, contributing to the stability and the
security of Israel too, the EU must be able to have access to provide support and oversight.
However, so far the Israeli authorities have failed to respond and are consequently hindering
the EU's support of the electoral process and observation of the elections.

Preventing the EU from supporting democracy is unacceptable, no matter where it happens. As
Members of the European Parliament, we urge Israel to honour the demand made by the EU
and grant access to its election observation exploratory mission in order to support and observe
the upcoming Palestinian elections.
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